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We’re  off 


to  Boston! 


All  roads  will  lead  to  Boston  as  Guild  members  start  packing 
their  suitcases  for  the  annual  ANA  convention  — and.  in  particu- 
lar. the  annual  NLG  ' bash.  ' 

This  year's  Guild  get-together  will  take  place  the  evening  of 
riday.  Aug.  20.  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel  site  of  the  convention 
itself  ...  and  Bill  N'awrocki.  our  new  emcee,  is  whipping  up  a fun- 
filled  program.  In  addition  to  the  usual  skits,  one-liners  and  sight 
gags.  Bill  reports,  there  also  will  be  some  surprises. 

There  will,  of  course,  be  a serious  side  to  the  proceedings,  as 
well,  as  winners  of  this  year  s writing  competition  are  announced. 

The  bash  — dubbed  the  Tea  Party"  in  honor  of  this  year  s 
host  city  — will  get  under  way  at  9:30  p.m.  in  the  Commonwealth 


Room  on  the  hotel  s Conference  Level. 

Earlier  the  same  day.  Guild  members  will  have  an  unusual 
opportunity  to  share  the  rich  experiences  of  two  outstanding 
numismatic  leaders  when  Abe  Kosoff  and  Chet  Krause  address  our 
annual  symposium.  That  affair  is  scheduled  at  9:30  a.m.  — also  in 
the  Commonwealth  Room. 

Our  Board  of  Directors  will  meet  at  7:30  a.m.  that  day  in  the 
Andover  Room  at  the  Sheraton,  also  on  the  Conference  Level. 

Bash  emcee  Nawrocki  reports  that  he  is  still  accepting  skits, 
and  doesn't  expect  to  put  the  finishing  touches  on  the  program 
until  convention  week.  Anyone  wishing  to  help  is  urged  to  write 
Nawrocki  at  11401  South  Lothair.  Chicago,  111.  60643. 


Connecticut  teen  wins  scholarship 


A 16-year-old  Connecticut  lad  will  spend  a week  in  Colorado 
Springs  Aug.  1-7  as  guest  of  the  NLG. 

The  lucky  young  man.  Charles  R.  Tillen.  is  recipient  of  a $600 
scholarship  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Summer 
Seminar  at  Colorado  College  He  was  chosen  for  the  award  — 
funded  by  the  Guild  and  authorized  by  our  Board  of  Directors  — on 
the  basis  of  a recommendation  by  Florence  M.  Schook.  director  ot 
the  ANA  s Young  Numismatists  program. 

Young  Tillen  will  take  the  course  on  Numismatic  Writing  ana 
Research,  which  this  year  is  being  taught  by  Ed  Reiter,  editor  of 
the  NLG  Newsletter. 

Charles  lives  in  Thompson.  Conn.,  where  he'll  be  a junior  this 
tall  at  Tourtellotte  Memorial  High  School.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Student  Council  and  the  newspaper  staff  at  the  school  and  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Junior  Honor  Society  for  several  years. 
Within  the  hobby,  he  is  a member  of  the  ANA  and  the  New  England 
Numismatic  Association  and  is  seeking  to  organize  a club  in  his 
Inometown. 

This  will  be  a busv  summer  for  this  talented  young  man.  He's 
spending  nearly  a month  in  England.  Then,  one  week  after 
returning  home  from  Colorado  Springs,  he'll  hit  the  road  again  — 
this  time  tor  Boston,  where  he  pians  to  oe  an  exmoitor  ana  serve  as 
a page  at  tne  AN  A convention 


This  marks  the  first  time  the  NLG  has  funded  a Summer 
Seminar  scholarship.  The  award  covers  tuition,  room  and  board 
and  transportation  to  and  from  Colorado  Springs.  The  ANA  home 
and  headquarters  building  is  situated  on  the  campus  of  the  college. 


| Got  a Guild-y  feeling 
over  overdue  dues? 

Are  your  dues  paid? 

If  not.  this  may  be  the  last  copy  of  the  NLG  Newsletter 
you  11  be  receiving. 

Leon  Lindheim,  our  able  treasurer,  circled  the  names  of 
more  than  a dozen  members  listed  on  the  election  ballot  in  the 
March-April  issue  of  the  Newsletter.  All,  he  said,  had  yet  to 
pay  their  1982  dues. 

Advised  of  these  delinquencies,  Paul  Whitnah,  our  ex- 
ecutive director,  suggested  that  we  print  one  more  notice,  as 
we're  doing  now  and  then  remove  the  names  from  our  roster. 

If  vou  have  anv  doubt  concerning  vour  status,  please 
double-check  by  writing  to  Leon  Lindheim  Box  22221.  Cleve- 

i ana.  Ohio  44122. 

I 
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Reiter's 

Notebook 


With  this  issue,  my  brief  career  as  Newsletter  editor  comes  to 
an  end. 

A year  ago,  when  I took  the  job  at  the  urging  of  Virginia 
Culver.  I made  up  my  mind  to  “stick  it  out"  for  at  least  a year; 
anything  less  than  that.  I felt,  would  represent  a lack  of  proper 
commitment. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  workload  would  be  greater 
than  expected.  First,  there  is  more  than  mere  editing  involved; 
aside  from  a few  stalwarts,  most  of  our  members  have  ignored  my 
frequent  pleas  for  assistance.  As  a result,  I have  had  to  generate 
most-of  the  material  myself.  Then,  too,  as  a one-man  staff,  I have 
had  to  handle  clerical  details,  as  well:  preparing  mailing  lists, 
addressing  envelopes,  licking  stamps  and  all  the  other  nuts-and- 
bolts  tasks  that  consume  so  much  time  every  issue. 

The  job  isn't  thankless;  I've  enjoyed  making  contact  with  new 
colleagues  ...  and  reinforcing  bonds  with  old  ones  ...  during  these 
last  12  months.  I've  also  derived  a measure  of  satisfaction  from 
seeing  the  Newsletter  grow  in  various  ways,  and  hearing  kind 
comments  from  those  of  you  who  liked  what  I was  doing. 

Still,  I decided  many  months  ago  that  I would  be  a one-term 
editor  — and  that  my  term  would  be  a single  year. 

I'm  happy  to  report  I have  found  a very  fine  replacement; 


Mr.  Publisher: 
Please  pay  heed 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  comments,  by  writer-pho- 
tographer William  S.  Nawrocki,  were  prompted  by  “Reiter’s 
Notebook’’  columns  in  the  NLG  Newsletter  calling  upon 
numismatic  publishers  and  editors  to  upgrade  their  pay  scales  for 
free-lance  submissions.) 

Why  do  publishers  pay  1970  rates  to  writers  and  photographers 
when  they’re  getting  1982  prices  from  subscribers  and  ad- 
vertisers? This  is  one  of  the  things  that  really  puzzles  me. 

I realize  the  publishers'  costs  have  gone  up  for  paper,  prod- 
uction, postage  and  the  like  — but  what  about  us  writers  and 
photographers?  Our  costs  have  gone  up,  too  — and  we,  too, 
deserve  a just  compensation  for  our  efforts. 

If  the  publishers  would  stop  and  think,  they’d  realize  that  our 
work  plays  a very  major  role  in  their  success.  Sure,  they  get 
“freebies”  from  dealers  seeking  exposure  and  people  who  are 
happy  just  to  see  their  names  in  print.  But  how  long  could  they 
sustain  a high  level  of  quality  without  the  work  of  professionals? 

Unlike  some  people,  those  of  us  who  write  or  take  pictures  for 
a living  depend  on  the  income  we  get  from  our  literary  efforts.  We 
need  it  to  provide  for  our  families. 

Perhaps  the  NLG  could  serve  as  a kind  of  go-between  and  help 
bring  about  more  equitable  rates.  One  thing  I’d  like  tn  see  is  a 
listing  of  the  rates  that  are  paid  by  the  various  publications.  This 
would  be  a help  to  the  NLG  membership,  and  might  be  a starting 
point  toward  gaining  more  realistic  rates. 

How  about  it.  Mr.  Publisher'  What  do  you  sav0 


indeed,  he  is  VIS-65.  In  point  of  fact,  my  successor  and^mv 
predecessor  are  one  and  the  same:  starting  with  the  next 
Lee  Martin  will  be  back  at  the  helm.  As  explained  in  a^7v 
eisewhere  in  mis  issue.  Lee  is  retiring  as  advertising  director  of 

COINage  Magazine,  so  his  schedule  will  permit  the  resumption  of 
his  former  Guild  duties. 

Lee  has  been  tremendously  helpful  during  my  tenure  as  editor 
his  column  has  been  a reliable  — and  highly  readable  — feature 
and  I hope  he  continues  to  write  it.  Now  that  the  shoe  will  be  on  the 
other  foot  ...  and  the  editor's  visor  on  the  other  brow  ...  I have 
promised  to  continue  writing  MY  column  on  a regular  basis 
(although  I plan  to  deal  with  more  general  subject  matter  in  the 
future,  rather  than  zeroing  in  on  immediate  Guild  concerns  every 
time). 

Before  turning  over  my  editor’s  pen  to  Lee.  I'd  like  to  take  a 
moment  to  thank  those  members  who  helped  make  my  job  less 
burdensome.  Two  Guildsmen  with  the  same  initials  — Ted 
Schwarz  and  Tom  Stires  — rank  right  at  the  top  of  the  list,  along 
with  Lee.  Their  stories  were  dependable  and  always  nicely  done. 
Two  members  from  Chicago  — Donn  Pearlman  and  Bill  Nawrocki 
— also  came  through  each  time  I sought  their  help.  Paul  Whitnah 
and  Leon  Lindheim  worked  with  me  beautifully,  too  — Paul  in  his 
role  as  “pilot.”  Leon  as  controller  of  the  purse  strings.  Last  but 
not  least,  Elmer  Curran  ...  a fellow-New  Jerseyan  and  former  co- 
worker ...  lent  a helping  hand  and  a sympathetic  ear. 

I leave  with  mixed  emotions  of  relief,  regret  — and.  above  all. 
confidence:  confidence  in  the  future  of  our  organization  and 
confidence  that  Lee  Martin  will  do  a great  job  again,  just  as  he  did 
in  the  past.  I,  for  one,  will  look  forward  eagerly  to  each  and  every 
issue  he  puts  out. 


NLG  board  members, 
appointed  officers 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR: 

Paul  Whitnah,  P.O.  Box  8383,  Shreveport.  La.  71108 
DIRECTORS: 

Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  c/o  Kagin's,  1000  Insurance 
Exchange  Bldg.,  Des  Moines.  Iowa  50309 

Q.  David  Bowers,  5525  Wilshire  Blvd..  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.  90036 

Virginia  Culver,  15915  Sierra  Pass  Way,  Hacienda 
Heights,  Calif.  91475 

William  Fivaz,  Box  888660,  Dunwoody,  Ga.  30338 
Donn  Pearlman,  Box  750,  Skokie,  111.  60076 
TREASURER: 

Leon  Lindheim,  Box  22221,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44122 

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR: 

Ed  Reiter,  434  W.  Lincoln  Ave..  Oakhurst,  N.J. 
07755 
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’ Numismatic 
News 

FREE! 

From  IPM 

IPM,  always  in  touch  with  the  latest  numismatic  devel- 
opments, has  an  insider's  edge  on  coining  news.  As  agent 
for  the  Royal  Australian  Mint  and  the  Dutch  Mint,  IPM  gets 
the  news  your  readers  want  to  know  about. 

We  want  to  make  that  news  available  to  you  too!  Well 
also  provide  photos  of  new  coins  on  request  and  our  staff 
will  handle  anv  special  requests  you  might  have. 

Call  or  write  us  today;  we  ll  be  happy  to  add  your  name 
to  our  mailing  list,  igpr  sai  T=ir 

Jjfill 

128  Passaic  Avenue.  Fairfield.  New  Jersey  07006  201-228-5404 


EXCELLENCE 

excelencia 

vorzuglichkeit 

excellence 


NO  MATTER  HOW  IT’S  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin  ac- 
cessories. For  over  35  years,  Whitman  has  been 
supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  reliable  and 
authoritative  reference  books  available.  In  addi- 
tion to  furnishing  collectors  with  pricing  informa- 
tion, Whitman  has  made  collecting  interesting 
and  enjoyable.  Our  coin  storage  and  display  pro- 
ducts protect  and  enhance  even  the  most  dis- 
criminating collections.  WHITMAN  — the 
hobbv  standard. 


Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 


standard  books 
on  coins  and  currency 


GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD.  By  Fried- 
berg.  From  600  A.D.  to  the  present, 
with  market  values.  428  pages,  illus- 
trated. 8V2  x 11". 


PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

By  Friedberg.  Illustrates  all  types 
and  sizes  from  1861  to  the  present, 

with  valuations.  252  pages, 

8 i/2xll". 


Published  by 

THE  COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE,  INC. 

1359  Broadway  New  York,  NY  10018 


U.S.A. 

COINS  + CURRENCY  + MEDALS 

Round  The  World.. 
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GOLD  + CROWNS  + PROOF  SETS 


SASE  For  Our  Bargain  Lists 
Please  Name  Your  Specialty 

MEMBER;  Life#  1 10  ANA,  ANS,  PNG,  SCPN.  SPMC,  IAPN,  Others. 


trvc. 


'Pronto  Service” 

4514  No.  30th  Street  Omaha.  Nebraska  68111 
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Here’s  a promise, 
in  this,  our  30th 
year  of  publishing 

Be  assured,  the  trustworthy  advertising,  accurate  value  guides 
and  fresh  news  you  need  and  expect  from  Numismatic  News 
will  continue  to  come  your  way  — with  a speedy  delivery 
unmatched  in  the  hobby. 

Experience  the  best  of  what  our  great  hobby  has  to  offer.  Get 
your  information  from  Numismatic  News. 


numismatic 

Your  Weekly  Coin  Collecting 
[ | Guide  Featuring  COIN  MARKET 


Celebrating  our  30^ 
year  of  publishing 

SPECIAL  OPPORTUNITY  ...  for  everyone  wanting  to  get  acquainted  with  Numismatic 
News.  Enjoy  a free  six-week  trial  subscription.  Send  name,  address  and  request  to 

Numismatic  News,  Dept.  AR6,  700  E. 
State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990.  Offer  for 
non-subscribers  only. 
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Mere’s  an  update 
on  this  year’s 
writing  contest 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  the  latest  of  his  many  contributions  to 
the  Guild,  Donn  Pearlman  is  coordinating  this  year’s  NLG  writing 
competition.  The  rules  were  published  in  the  March-April  issue  of 
the  Newsletter,  and  by  now  the  deadline  has  passed  for  submission 
of  entries.  Just  the  same,  we  thought  you’d  be  interested  in  this 
update.) 

By  DONN  PEARLMAN 

As  I write  this  brief  insertion  for  the  NLG  Newsletter,  it  is 
early  evening  on  June  3rd.  I’ve  just  spent  my  second  day  away 
from  work  battling  an  inconvenient  late  spring  cold.  While  I 
haven’t  been  to  beautiful  CBS/Chicago  again  today,  I have  been 
working  in  my  office  at  home  going  through  the  growing  pile  of 
entries  for  the  1982  NLG  Awards  Competition. 

As  of  this  writing,  I have  22  separate  entries  covering  a broad 
range  of  categories.  It  looks  as  though  the  entries  are  of  generally 
very  high  quality  — as  expected!  However,  not  everyone  is 
following  entry  directions. 

The  very  first  entry  I received  did  not  have  a cover  sheet  with 

, required  information  about  Class,  Category,  Author,  etc.  It 

From  the  desk 
of  the  director 

Dear  Fellow  NLGers, 

As  this  is  penned,  I’m  sitting  in  a room  at  the  Antlers  Hotel 
in  Colorado  Springs.  You'll  be  happy  to  know  that  Pike’s  Peak 
never  looked  more  spectacular. 

The  past  three  days  have  been  cram-packed  with 
numismatic  activity.  On  June  10th,  the  home  and  headquarters 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  was  rededicated  and 
the  expanded  facility  was  opened  to  the  public.  The  accompany- 
ing ceremony  was  most  impressive.  Commenting  on  the  occa- 
sion were  Adna  Wilde,  president  of  the  ANA;  Ed  Rochette, 
executive  vice  president  of  the  ANA  and  NLG  member,  and 
James  Irwin,  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration 
astronaut.  All  NLG  members  are  urged  to  avail  themselves  of 
any  opportunity  to  visit  the  ANA’s  new  facilities  in  Colorado 
Springs. 

On  June  11th,  I participated  in  the  5th  Annual  ANA  Round- 
table. President  Wilde  directed  the  discussion,  which  dealt 
primarily  with  the  ANACS  grading  standards.  Following  nu- 
merous presentations  by  collectors  and  professionals  alike,  the 
group  moved  on  to  discussing  the  1984  Olympic  Coinage  Act. 
While  no  definitive  conclusions  resulted  from  this  meeting,  the 
forum  did  open  lines  of  communication  — and  this  is  the  intent 
of  the  Roundtable. 

Finally,  on  June  11th,  I sat  through  the  meetings  of  the  ANA 
Board  of  Governors.  I would  be  remiss  if  I didn’t  comment 
regarding  the  expeditiousness  of  the  open  proceedings  by 
comparison  with  previous  sessions  I've  attended. 


seems  that  NLG  members  can  write,  but  apparently  some  can’t 
read. 

I've  had  several  nice  comments  about  the  decision  to  use 
judges  who  are  not  directly  involved  in  numismatic  journalism  It 
is  my  belief  that  a good  story  should  be  good  not  just  to  someone 
who  has  been  collecting  for  a decade.  Sure,  there  will  be  some 
hobby  jargon  and  abbreviations  that  will  puzzle  one  or  two  judges, 
but  I’ve  anticipated  that. 

The  judges  know  they  can  contact  me  for  a prompt  explanation 
or  translation.  I’ve  also  emphasized  that  frequent  use  of  abbrevia- 
tions, hobby  words  and  the  like  should  not  detract  from  the  overall 
score  they  give  to  stories  and  catalogues.  (However,  it  is  my 
personal  belief  that  writers  should  keep  their  readers  in  mind.  Are 
they  writing  for  a specialty  publication  where  virtually  all  the 
readers  are  rather  sophisticated,  or  is  it  a general  readership 
publication  where  a number  of  inexperienced  readers  may  be 
scratching  their  heads,  unaware  of  what  ANA,  BU  or  MS  really 
mean?  Come  to  think  of  it,  there  could  be  a good  debate  on  just 
what  BU  and  MS  do  mean  in  certain  areas! ) 

I have  hotel  reservations  for  the  Boston  ANA,  but  it  appears 
that  I will  not  be  able  to  attend  the  convention  this  year.  A 
personnel  shakeup  appears  imminent  at  my  place  of  employment 
and  fortunately,  when  the  shaking  is  completed  some  time  in  late 
July  or  early  August,  I apparently  will  be  located  a bit  higher  on 
the  totem  pole. 

Because  of  that  timetable,  I don’t  think  it  would  be  prudent  for 
me  to  take  a vacation  (to  Boston’s  Prudential  Plaza)  so  soon  after 
a change  in  duties  and  responsibilities. 

Whether  I am  there  in  person  or  by  proxy,  the  1982  NLG 
Awards  Competition  winners  will  be  professionally  and  carefully 
selected,  and  their  names  will  be  announced  at  the  annual  NLG 
Bash. 

Now,  where  did  I put  that  box  of  Kleenex? 


While  in  the  Springs,  I met  with  ANA  Governor  Florence 
Schook,  chairman  of  the  Young  Numismatist  Committee.  Flor- 
ence informed  me  that  Charles  Tillen  of  Thompson,  Conn.,  has 
been  selected  to  receive  the  NLG’s  Young  Numismatist  schol- 
arship to  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado  Springs. 
Charles  has  selected  Ed  Reiter’s  course:  Numismatic  Writing 
and  Research.  I know  I speak  for  the  membership  in  wishing 
Charles  the  very  best. 

As  promised,  I want  to  provide  more  details  on  our  upcom- 
ing get-together  during  the  ANA  convention  in  Boston,  Aug. 
17-22,  1982.  First  of  all,  Glenn  Smedley  has  found  that,  much  to 
his  regret,  the  convention  schedule  won’t  permit  his  partici- 
pation in  the  NLG  Symposium.  In  Glenn’s  place  I’ve  invited 
another  sage  of  the  industry,  Chet  Krause.  Thirty  years  in  the 
hobby  have  left  Chet  with  a wealth  of  experiences  he’ll  be  able 
to  share  with  us. 

Mark  your  calendar:  The  NLG  Symposium  will  start 
promptly  at  9:30  a.m.  on  Friday,  Aug.  20,  in  the  Commonwealth 
Room  at  the  Conference  Level. 

A second  all-important  event  also  will  occur  on  Aug.  20,  12 
hours  removed  from  the  Symposium.  This,  of  course,  is  the 
Bash  — which  we’ve  been  calling  the  Boston  Tea  Party.  From 
the  looks  of  the  caterer’s  liquid  libation  menu,  we’ll  be  serving 
a few  things  stronger  than  tea. 

Tickets  for  the  Bash  will  be  available  from  any  Board 
member,  or  at  the  Message  Center,  for  $7.50  per  person.  As  in 
the  past,  you  may  bring  guests. 

Lastly,  by  the  time  this  message  is  in  your  hands  I will  have 
tendered  to  our  Board  my  resignation  as  executive  director.  It 
will  be  effective  Friday,  Aug.  20.  By  no  means  should  this  be 
interpreted  to  mean  I won’t  remain  active  in  our  fine  organiza- 
tion. I simply  don’t  have  the  necessary  time  to  devote  to  the 
executive  director’s  position. 

See  you  in  Boston. 

Paul  R.  Whitnah 
Executive  Director 


Grading  your  mate , ANA-styl& 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  By  now,  Newsletter  readers  have  had 
several  opportunities  to  read  and  enjoy  the  tongue-in-eheek  writ- 
ing oi  Thomas  C.  Stires.  With  so  much  attention  now  being  focused 
on  numismatic  grading,  we  thought  you  might  enjoy  the  following 
piece,  which  first  appeared  in  Stires's  award-winning  column  in 
the  Citizens  Voice  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.) 

By  THOMAS  C.  STIRES 

A collector  friend  recently  confided  in  me  that  his  marriage 
was  breaking  up.  Ahead  of  him  were  the  inevitable  lawyers’  fees, 
master's  hearing  and  property  split  — which  included  his  prized 
coin  collection. 

Pardon  my  coldness,  but  I wondered  how  each  coin  was  to  be 
equitably  graded  and  agreed  upon  by  each  — a numismatist  and  a 
non-collecting  spouse.  Then  it  came  to  me:  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  grading  standard! 

The  ANA  standard  grades  coins  from  MS-70  (top,  perfect 
state i to  Fair-1  (badly  worn  and  just  identifiable).  In-between 
conditions  likewise  carry  a number  related  to  wear.  Why  not  apply 
this  to  people?  What  a modest  proposal ! 

Let's  say  our  first  heartthrob  is  a vibrant,  loving  Venus  or 
Adonis.  Then  we  could  rightfully  call  him  or  her  MS-65  to  70, 
depending  on  the  mood  of  the  moment.  After  all,  John  Derek 
grades  Bo  a TO"  — and  his  standards  aren't  as  comprehensive  as 
ours. 

After  marriage  usually  come  the  curlers  and  soap  operas  ...  or 
beer  cans  and  constant  TV  football ...  so  we  can  adjust  our  grading 
to  an  EF-40  (wear  showing  but  still  some  luster  left).  As  time 
mellows  the  relationship,  our  spouse  may  become  a VF-20  (wear 
on  the  high  points  but  major  features  still  sharp).  Then  comes  the 
danger  point:  when  our  life’s  partner  downgrades  to  a G-4  (well 
worn  with  only  major  details  visible).  The  end  of  the  relationship 
is  usually  reached  at  Fair-1  (just  recognizable  as  to  type;  may  be 
corroded  and  bent;  lowest  state  collectible). 

In  case  of  divorce,  grades  can  be  assigned  to  each  partner  and, 
if  disagreements  occur,  legal  counsel  for  both  parties  can  send 
them  (postpaid! ) to  the  ANA  Authentication  and  Grading  Service 
for  official  assignment  of  an  objective  grade  and  photographic 


certificate.  The  two  certificates,  along  with  the  description  of 
relationship,  can  then  be  presented  to  the  judge  for  final  disposi- 
tion. 

How  civilized!  Gone  would  be  the  salty  and  sordid  courtroom 
arguments  and  public  humiliation  of  two  human  beings.  The  judge 
could  simply  examine  the  certificates  and  pronounce.  ‘‘Spouse  A 
grades  a low  G-4,  while  Spouse  B grades  a VF-20  with  even  wear. 
Divorce  granted  to  Spouse  B on  a 16-point  difference."  That  would 
be  the  end  of  it. 

If  the  ANA  system  were  employed  during  family  arguments, 
profanity  among  the  young  would  be  reduced.  A serious  argument 
could  be  carried  on  thus: 

“Listen,  you  G-4  ...  I can  remember  when  you  were  an 
MS-65!” 

“MS-65!  Why,  you  were  just  an  MS-60  when  I met  you,  and  I 
lowered  my  standards  5 points  when  I married  you!” 

“MS-60!  You  never  could  grade  better  than  a lowly  Fair-1.  I 
should  have  listened  to  Mother  when  she  said  ...” 

The  marriage  contract  could  also  be  revised  for  exact  mutual 
grading  so  that  both  parties  could  avoid  future  mate-grading 
controversies: 

“I,  John  Jones  (MS-65),  take  this  woman.  Mary  Smith 
(MS-65),  as  my  lawfully  wedded  wife  in  front  of  the  ANA  and  man. 
We  both  agree  to  maintain  an  EF-40  standard  until  death  do  u^ 
part.”  ^ 

Even  R2-D2  and  C3PO  could  see  the  wisdom  in  that. 

May  I caution  each  partner  NEVER  to  marry  as  MS-70s.  for 
the  simple  reason  that  nobody’s  perfect.  I'm  not  saying  that 
calling  each  other  MS-70  in  private  is  wrong,  but  a 5-point 
difference  would  hurt  both  parties'  feelings  later  on  and  go  against 
the  conservative  grading  standards  of  the  ANA. 

Keeping  an  EF-40  relationship  going  requires  the  same  love 
and  concern  that  collectors  give  their  MS-65  coins  and  could  result 
in  the  same  personal  (if  not  monetary)  benefits. 

May  the  MS-65  be  with  you  always! 


New  publication  seeking  material 


NLG  members  seeking  new  markets  for  their  articles 
would  do  well  to  consider  Private  Coin  Collector,  a young  but 
impressive  publication  issued  each  month  by  Guild  member 
George  Pollock. 

Some  NLGers  write  for  the  PCC  already.  Dr.  Sol  Taylor  has 
a regular  column,  for  example  — and  Lee  Martin  and  Paul 
Green  both  are  represented  in  the  June  '82  issue.  Pollock  can 
use  still  more  good  material,  though;  in  fact,  he  has  sent  a 
special  invitation  asking  us  to  send  him  contributions. 

"Contributions"  may  not  be  precisely  the  right  word. 
Unlike  other  publishers  who  are  all  too  well  known  to  us, 
Pollock  believes  in  paying  for  the  articles  he  runs.  His  rates  are 
relatively  modest;  the  publication,  after  all.  is  barely  a year 
old.  Still,  every  little  bit  helps  — and  Pollock  promises  that  as 
his  circulation  grows,  so.  too.  will  his  rates. 

Rates  are  $50  for  an  article  occupying  one  printed  page 
i roughly  850  words)  ...  $75  for  a two-page  article  (2,200  words) 
and  $110  for  a three-page  piece  (3.350  words).  If  photos  or 
artwork  are  provided,  the  word  count  is  reduced  accordingly 


“Manuscripts  should  be  of  the  highest  quality,"  Pollock 
says.  “Since  we  do  not  accept  coin  ads,  the  entire  emphasis  is 
on  editorial  content.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  be  objec- 
tive and  honest,  even  at  the  risk  of  controversy  or  unpopularity, 
and  no  article  should  be  a platform  for  commercial  interests. 
However,  material  beneficial  to  commercial  interests  is  accep- 
table so  long  as  that  is  not  the  intention  and  the  information 
benefits  the  reader.” 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  “every  article  should  contain 
specific  guidance,  suggestions  or  recommendations  for  coins" 
and  that  recommendations  “should  be  accompanied  by  reasons 
WHY  a particular  course  of  action  or  coin  is  recommended.” 

A complete  list  of  guidelines  is  available  on  request.  The 
best  approach,  of  course,  would  be  to  get  a sample  copy  of  the 
publication  itself  and  use  that  as  a model.  The  address  of  the 
subscription  department  is  P.O.  Box  15,  Turnpike  Station, 
Shrewsbury,  Mass.  01545. 

Manuscripts  should  be  sent  to  George  Pollock.  1160  South 
Main.  Middletown.  Conn  06457 


—PAGE  5- 


A nostalgic  look 
at  bygone  bashes 

It  won’t  be  long  now. 

We’ll  soon  be  together  for  our  annual  “bash  " — and  if  things 
go  according  to  form,  it  will  be  the  social  highlight  of  our 
numismatic  week  in  New  England. 

William  S.  Nawrocki,  our  new  emcee  this  year,  is  a veteran  of 
many  past  bashes.  And,  as  a professional  photographer,  he  has 
gained  some  special  perspectives.  Some  of  those,  happily,  have 
been  preserved  in  photos. 

On  this  page.  Bill  Nawrocki  shares  a few  of  these  memories. 

If  you  were  there,  they’ll  have  particular  meaning.  If  you 
weren’t,  they  may  give  you  a vicarious  sense  of  what  it  was  like  to 
be  there. 

Either  way.  be  sure  to  join  us  in  Boston  — and  help  us  fashion 
still  more  memorable  moments! 


A smile  is  Margo  Russell's  umbrella  as  she  and  Lee  Martin 
bring  sunshine  to  smoggv  Los  Angeles  at  the  1975  bash. 


Clem  Bailey  does  a bang-up  job  of  entertaining  bash 
goers.  (Now  he's  beating  thedrumsfor  Behn-Miller! ) 


The  late  Maury  Gould,  a special  Guild  favorite,  cavorts 
with  ''Old  Turban  Head"  Ed  Borgolte  in  this  bash  skit. 


Get  to  know  the  ANA  library 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Nancy  W.  Green,  librarian  of  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Association  and  valued  new  member  oi  the 
sent  along  a copy  of  a four-page  brochure  prepared  last  year 
concerning  proper  use  of  the  ANA  library.  Since  research,  o 
course,  is  of  vital  interest  to  many  Guild  members,  we  herewith 
reprint  the  contents  of  the  brochure,  with  a tip  of  the  editing  visor 
to  Nancy  Green. ) 

The  ANA  library  has  the  potential  of  being  one  of  the  most 
important  benefits  of  membership  in  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  for  those  who  take  advantage  of  it.  Unfortunately, 
many  members  are  only  vaguely  aware  that  there  is  a library  on 
numismatics  available  to  them  and  they  have  no  idea  how  to  use 
the  resources  of  the  collection.  This,  then,  is  an  introduction  to  the 
library  and  the  reference  services  which  are  provided. 

History 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  was  formed  in  October 
1891  by  a group  of  interested  numismatists  who  met  in  Chicago. 
Before  that,  in  the  August  1891  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  which 
was  then  privately  owned  by  Dr.  George  Heath,  the  editor  states, 
"Realizing  the  necessity  of  an  Association  of  numismatists,  steps 
are  being  taken  to  perfect  such  an  organization.  We  propose  to 
have  our  Official  organ;  our  Library;  our  Conventions;  all  in  due 
time.”  The  librarian  elected  at  that  first  meeting  was  S.H. 
Chapman,  a well-known  coin  dealer  from  Philadelphia.  Thus,  the 
library  has  been  a part  of  the  organization  of  ANA  from  the  start. 

The  library  grew  slowly.  In  1893.  two  years  after  the  Associa- 
tion was  formed,  the  library  had  two  books;  10  years  later,  it  had 
11  books.  Today,  the  library  has  about  5,600  titles  with  about  12,000 
actual  volumes.  Originally,  one  member  was  responsible  for  the 
collection  ; now,  we  have  a staff  of  three. 

Services 

The  books  in  the  ANA  library  cover  all  aspects  of 
numismatics,  including  coins,  paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  or- 
ders and  decorations,  and  stocks  and  bonds.  There  are  books  on 
how  to  collect,  on  economics  and  on  banks  and  banking.  All  parts 
of  the  world,  ancient  and  modern,  are  included.  Besides  books,  the 
library  has  almost  20,000  catalogs  containing  numismatic  items 
sold  at  auction  in  the  U.S.  and  throughout  Europe. 

The  library  is  open  from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday.  Anyone,  member  or  non-member,  with  a numismatic 
question  may  write,  call  or  come  in  to  use  the  materials.  If 
supplied  with  an  accurate  and  complete  description,  the  staff  will 
attribute  numismatic  items;  however,  we  do  not  evaluate  these 
items.  With  regard  to  numismatic  research,  the  library  staff  will 
help  with  research  as  time  permits  — but,  because  of  time  limits, 
in  many  cases  we  can  do  no  more  than  provide  the  materials  to 
enable  the  member  to  do  his  own  research.  Photocopy  services  are 
available  at  a cost  of  10  cents  per  page  to  members  and  15  cents 
per  page  to  non-members. 

The  ANA  library  has  been  subject-cataloged  according  to  a 
system  which  resembles  the  Library  of  Congress  cataloging 
system  but  which  is  unique  to  the  ANA.  It  was  developed  by  the 
ANA  library  staff  to  accommodate  the  specialized  collection  The 
cataloged  list  of  books  has  been  published  in  book  form  — a 
bibliography  which  is  a valuable  tool  for  numismatic  researchers 
The  complete  classification  schedule  used  in  the  library  is  in- 
cluded and  serves  as  a table  of  contents  with  a subject  index  and 
an  author  index  at  the  back.  First  published  in  1972  the  updated 
catalog  of  books,  auction  catalogs  and  periodicals  published  in 
1977  with  a supplement  added  in  1980  . mav  be  purchased  by 


* 

members  for  $4.95  for  the  catalog  and  $2  for  the  supplement. 

Periodicals  are  also  an  important  pait  of  the  collection,  with 
about  550  different  titles  in  the  library.  The  library  has  a complete 
set  of  The  Numismatist  available  for  loan  and  there  is  now  an 
index  covering  volumes  1-91  (1888-1978).  This  was  published  bv 
ANA  with  the  cooperation  of  Krause  Publications  and  is  available 
from  the  library  for  $4.95. 

Reprints  of  articles  which  originally  appeared  in  The 
Numismatist,  publications  donated  by  dealers  and  others,  and 
back  issues  of  The  Numismatist.  Numismatic  Scrapbook  and 
World  Coins  are  for  sale  by  ANA.  For  a complete  list,  write  to  the 
ANA  library.  All  of  the  titles  for  sale  may  also  be  borrowed  from 
the  library. 

The  library  staff  also  maintains  a collection  of  slide  programs 
on  different  aspects  of  numismatics.  The  ANA  Visual  Education 
programs  are  available  to  member  clubs  for  use  as  meeting 
programs  and  may  also  be  borrowed  by  individual  members  for 
presentation  to  school  and  civic  groups.  Covering  all  aspects  of 
numismatics,  the  sets  consist  of  35  mm  slides  with  lecture  notes 
describing  each  slide.  A complete  list  of  the  programs  available, 
with  specific  instructions  on  how  to  order  them,  is  available  from 
the  library. 

How  to  Borrow  Books 

All  materials  with  the  exception  of  the  rare  books  may  be 
borrowed  by  members  of  ANA.  A member  may  write  or  call  to  ask 
for  a book.  Books  may  be  requested  by  author  and  title,  by  call 
number  (as  indicated  in  the  library  catalog)  or  by  subject  area.  . 
Auction  catalogs  should  be  requested  by  the  dealer's  name  and  thef 
date  of  the  auction,  but  can  also  be  asked  for  by  the  name  of  the 
collection.  Periodicals  should  be  requested  by  title,  the  date  of  the 
issue  or  volume  and  the  number  of  the  issue.  When  requesting 
books,  members  should  give  their  ANA  number.  Material  is  loaned 
for  six  weeks  and  may  be  renewed  for  another  six  weeks  unless 
another  member  has  requested  it. 

Borrowers  are  asked  to  pay  the  postage  and  insurance  both 
ways.  In  each  shipment  will  be  a small  brown  envelope.  The 
amount  marked  on  it  is  what  it  cost  the  library  to  mail  the  books. 

The  postage,  of  course,  is  based  on  the  weight  of  the  material.  The 
insurance  is  based  on  the  value  of  the  shipment,  and  payment  of 
the  same  rate  ensures  that  the  books  have  the  same  amount  of 
insurance  on  the  return  trip.  Members  will  be  asked  to  pay  for  any 
material  shipped  by  them  with  inadequate  insurance  if  it  is  lost  in 
the  mail.  According  to  Postal  Regulation 

135.26,  books  belonging  to  a library  are  entitled  to  be  mailed 
Library  Rate,  which  is  even  less  than  Book  Rate.  The  average 
book  order  mailed  from  headquarters  costs  less  than  $2  to  ship  to  a 
member.  In  each  shipment  will  be  an  address  label  for  returning 
materials.  Shipments  are  always  carefully  wrapped  at  head- 
quarters, and  members  are  asked  to  do  the  same  when  they  return 
books. 

This,  then,  is  the  ANA  library  and  its  services.  The  library  is 
not  self-supporting;  each  member  helps  support  it  through  his 
dues.  To  take  full  advantage  of  membership,  every  member  is 
encouraged  to  use  the  library.  Correspondence  should  be  ad- 
dressed to: 

ANA  Library  ^ 

P.O.  Bux  2366 

Colorado  Springs,  CO  80901 

Telephone:  1 303 1 632-COIN 
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Mint  errors  can  offer  rewards 
to  writers  as  well  as  collectors 


(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mint  errors  offer  many  opportunities  for 
unusual  numismatic  articles,  and  the  market  for  such  material 
now  includes  not  only  specialized  journals  but  also  the  major 
mainstream  publications  in  the  hobby.  The  following  story  by  Bill 
Fivaz  illustrates  one  approach  the  writer  might  take.  Fivaz,  by  the 
way,  is  one  of  the  hobby’s  leading  authorities  on  mint  errors.  He's 
also  an  expert  on  grading,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  he’ll  be  one  of 
the  instructors  on  that  subject  this  August  at  the  ANA  summer 
seminar  in  Colorado  Springs.  Last  but  not  least,  he’s  a hard- 
working member  of  your  NLG  Board  of  Directors.) 

By  BILL  FIVAZ 


The  year  is  333  B.C.  . . . the  place,  somewhere  in  Macedonia. 

The  staccato  clang  of  metal  against  metal  punctuates  the 
otherwise  noiseless  surroundings,  save  for  an  almost  inaudible 
clinking  sound  somewhere  in  the  distance. 

This  is  the  "mint"  of  ancient  times.  Marcus,  the  coin  master, 
enjoys  the  job  he  has  been  doing  for  the  last  11  years  and  prides 
himself  on  producing  more  coins  for  his  emperor  in  a day  than  any 
other  coiner  in  the  vast  empire.  He  has  even  received  personal 
plaudits  from  Alexander,  whose  effigy  he  has  become  so  ac- 
customed to  on  the  coin  he  strikes. 

Marcus's  assistant,  the  slave  Theopholis,  is  new  to  this  pro- 
fession of  minting  coins  and  can  t understand  his  master's  in- 
;stence  on  perfection:  EVERY  coin  struck  must  be  just  so  — 
rfectly  centered  and  of  sharp  detail  so  as  to  testify  to  the  glory 
of  Alexander.  To  Theopholis,  a coin  is  a coin;  what  matters  if  one 
is  slightly  bent  or  not  quite  right? 

He  spends  long  hours  thinking  how  to  play  a trick  on  Marcus, 
even  at  the  risk  of  incurring  his  wrath.  It  would  be  worth  it  to  see 
the  old  goat  get  his  due.  After  all.  what  other  slave  has  to  work  16 
hours  a day  and, has  become  almost  deaf  from  the  constant 
hammering  of  die  against  planchet? 

In  the  center  of  the  room  rests  a round  block  of  wood,  not 
unlike  a cut-off  tree  stump  that  has  somehow  found  its  way  into 
Marcus's  workshop.  Looking  more  closely  at  this  block,  we  see 
lmDedded  into  the  center  of  its  top  a round  die:  the  reverse  design 
of  the  tetradrachm  with  a seated  figure  holding  a staff  in  his  left 
hand  and  a bird  in  his  outstretched  right  palm. 

It's  against  this  die  that  a planchet  is  carefully  positioned  in 
preparation  for  the  striking  of  a coin.  To  create  the  obverse  — the 
portrait  of  Alexander,  Theopholis  is  required  to  hold  the  obverse 
die  directly  over  the  planchet  in  readiness  for  the  strike  from 
Marcus's  hammer.  Although  this  die  is  attached  to  the  end  of  a 
steel  rod  about  three  inches  long,  Theopholis  has  still  been 
"treated  " to  a good  many  “knuckle-bumps"  from  the  hammer  as 
it  bounces  off  the  die.  Marcus  is  constantly  chiding  him  for  pulling 
away  before  the  die  is  struck,  thereby  creating  off-center  obverses 
of  varying  degrees. 

Theopholis  finally  decides  that  THIS  is  the  way  he'll  play  his 
trick  on  Marcus.  When  one  of  these  coins  is  struck  off  center, 
instead  of  placing  it  in  the  melting  pot  as  Marcus  has  instructed 
him  he'll  slip  it  in  with  the  other  “perfect”  coins  and  watch  the 
coin  master  try  to  explain  how  such  a poor  example  could  get  out. 

The  result  of  this  trickery  is  shown  in  the  first  two  photos. 

Unfortunately,  Theopholis  never  lived  to  see  his  trick  come  to 
fruition.  Shortly  after  this  coin  was  struck,  he  was  hired  as  a 
stand-in  for  Charlton  Heston  in  “Ben-Hur”  and  never  was  heard 
from  again. 


Off-center  coins  are  ancient  history,  as  this  piece  shows. 


In  any  event,  Theopholis  left  his  mark  in  history  by  creating 
one  of  the  earliest  mint  errors  known  to  man. 

Traversing  the  centuries  to  our  present-day  coinage,  we  see 
that  things  really  haven’t  changed  much.  The  portrait  of  Alex- 
ander on  the  “tetra”  some  2,300  years  ago  is  not  that  much 
different  from  Susie’s  effigy  on  the  recent  “Agony’’  dollar.  One 
wonders  if  our  friend  Theopholis  would  have  been  tempted  to  pull 
the  obverse  die  COMPLETELY  OFF  the  planchet  prior  to  the 
striking  of  this  coin  if  it  were  in  his  power. 

However,  production  methods  have  changed  drastically  over 
the  years,  and  the  number  of  coins  produced  by  one  machine  in  one 
minute  today  would  total  more  than  a year’s  work  for  Marcus  and 
Theopholis  those  many  centuries  ago. 

It’s  safe  to  say  that  with  the  billions  of  coins  being  struck  by 
our  mints  today,  the  percentage  of  misstrikes  or  errors  that  find 
their  way  into  circulation  is  unbelievably  small.  Any  corporation 
executive  would  be  delighted  to  have  the  degree  of  efficiency  in  his 
company  that  the  U.S.  Mint  exhibits  — possibly  as  low  as  .001 
percent! 

This  is  what  makes  error  collecting  so  exciting  and  so  much 
fun : they’re  just  not  that  easy  to  find ! 

We  may  have  a slightly  different  situation,  however,  in  the 
case  of  the  short-lived  SBA  dollar.  Committed  to  produce  500 
million  (half  a billion)  of  these  coins  prior  to  their  release  on  July 
2,  1979,  the  mints  ran  into  a budgetary  problem  and  had  to  cease 
production  while  new  monies  could  be  appropriated  to  carry  on  the 
job.  In  order  to  get  the  production  level  up  to  where  the  commit- 
ment could  be  met,  they  had  to  give  a back  seat  to  quality  control 
until  they  were  out  of  the  woods  (at  least  in  the  opinion  of  many 
knowledgeable  people  in  the  hobby). 

The  broadstruck  on-center  SBA  dollar  shown  in  an  accompany- 
ing photo  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  this  suspected  relaxation  of 
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It's  nice  to  know  that  SOME 
Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars, 
like  the  broadstruck  on-cen- 
ter specimen  pictured  here, 
are  in  demand.  Then  again, 
some  people  think  ALL  Sus- 
ies are  major  mint  errors. 


— P u;k  s— 


Martin  retiring  from  COINage  post 


Lee  Martin,  long  a mainstay  of  the  NLG,  will 
retire  effective  Aug.  9 as  advertising  director  of 
COINage  Magazine. 

Lee.  who  celebrates  his  65th  birthday  July  16, 
joined  Behn-Miller  Publishers  in  February  1965. 
Previously,  he  had  operated  an  advertising  and 
photography  studio  in  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 

Until  six  months  ago,  he  also  wrote  a weekly 
coin  column  for  the  Santa  Ana  Register.  He  began 
writing  the  column  in  1964. 

Lee  was  born  in  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  but  his 
family  moved  to  New  Jersey  when  he  was  4 and 
he  grew  up  in  Atlantic  City.  Following  graduation 
from  Atlantic  City  High  School,  he  took  photogra- 
phy courses  at  a number  of  different  schools, 
including  New  York  University  and  the 
Mortenson  School  in  Laguna  Beach,  Calif.  — an 
institution  which  boasted  such  models  as  future 
film  stars  Jean  Harlow  and  Jeannie  Crain. 

He  moved  to  California  in  1955,  settling  in 
Fullerton,  and  soon  thereafter  — since  he  “didn't 
know  anybody”  — he  decided  to  join  a bowling 
league  as  a means  of  making  friends.  That,  he 
says,  led  to  his  involvement  with  coins  — and  also 
to  his  greatest  numismatic  tragedy. 

"The  league  had  a rule,”  he  recalls,  “that  if 
you  didn't  roll  a strike  you  had  to  put  a penny  in  a 
pot.  One  week,  I went  to  the  bank  to  get  a roll  of 
pennies  — and  lo  and  behold,  every  single  one  was 
double  struck.  Another  guy  in  the  league  had  a 
roil,  and  his  were  all  double-struck,  too. 

“We  figured  that  if  mine  were  all  like  that  ... 
and  his  were  all  like  that,  too  ...  then  all  1955 
pennies  must  be  like  that.  So  we  spent  them  all.  I 
remember  buying  a bottle  of  orange  soda  with 


some  of  mine. 

“Two  or  three  years  later,  I was  in  a restau- 
rant and  I noticed  a great  big  picture  of  this  1955 
double-die  cent  — and  the  guy  said,  ‘I’ll  buy  all 
you've  got.’  By  then,  of  course,  I had  long  since 
spent  all  of  mine.  But  that  got  me  curious  about 
coins,  and  that's  when  I became  a collector.” 

He  calculates  that  his  bottle  of  orange  soda 
cost  him  the  current  equivalent  of  about  $10,000  — 
“and  to  this  day,”  he  says,  “I  can’t  stand  orange 
soda.” 

On  top  of  everything  else,  he  adds,  “I  turned 
out  to  be  a rotten  bowler.” 

As  fellow  NLGers  can  attest,  Lee  did  turn  out 
to  be  an  excellent  coin  collector,  coin  writer, 
advertising  executive  and  Guild  official.  He  was 
one  of  the  NLG’s  founding  members  and  has 
rendered  yeoman  service  through  the  years  as 
editor  of  the  Newsletter,  emcee  of  the  annual 
“bash”  and  number  one  volunteer  whenever 
there  are  jobs  to  be  done. 

Happily,  he  plans  to  continue  his  involvement 
with  the  Guild.  In  fact,  he  will  assume  the  editor- 
ship of  the  Newsletter  once  again  ...  with  the  next 
issue  ...  after  a hiatus  of  a year.  He  also  will 
continue  his  relationship  with  Behn-Miller  by 
writing  articles  for  COINage  on  a regular  basis  — 
something  he  has  done  throughout  his  service 
there  in  addition  to  handling  the  advertising 
chores. 

Lee’s  family  will  continue  to  be  well  repre- 
sented in  the  company’s  ad  department,  by  the 
way.  Marlene  Collier  ...  daughter  of  Lee  and  his 
wife,  Alice  ...  is  advertising  director  of  Rock  & 
Gem,  a sister  publication  of  COINage. 
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inspection.  Struck  without  a collar  to  restrain  it,  the  metal  flowed 
outward  upon  striking,  creating  a wide,  flat  border  on  the  coin. 
Because  the  reeding  is  located  in  the  collar  ...  the  “third  die”  ... 
and  no  collar  was  present  when  this  coin  was  struck,  this  error 
exhibits  no  trace  of  reeding  on  the  edge. 

As  you  will  recall,  there  were  many  negative  comments  on  this 
coin  — one  of  the  primary  ones  being  that  people  were  constantly 
confusing  it  with  the  quarter.  To  illustrate  the  extent  of  this 
confusion,  the  last  two  accompanying  photos  show  that  even  the 
Mint  had  a tough  time  with  this  coin.  The  photos  show  a 1979-P 
SBA  struck  on  a quarter  planchet! 


Poetic  justice:  An  Anthony  dollar  on  a quarter  planchet! 


Note  that  the  planchet  is  almost  the  same  diameter  as  the 
dollar  is  supposed  to  be,  but  isn’t  as  thick  — being  of  quarter 
thickness.  The  design  is  virtually  fully  struck  up  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse,  which  further  testifies  to  the  similarity  of  the  quarter 
and  dollar  planchets. 

The  Anthony  dollar  is  now  a thing  of  the  past,  like  Marcus  and 
Theopholis.  But  at  least  we  have  fond  ways  of  remembering  each 
— and  collecting  them  is  what  it’s  all  about:  FUN! 

Et  tu, reader? 


Stuckey  authors  book 
on  counterfeit  nickel 

Guild  member  Dwight  H.  Stuckey  of  Charleston,  S.C.,  has 
written  and  published  a fascinating  booklet  on  “The  Coun- 
terfeit 1944  Jefferson  Nickel.” 

The  soft-cover,  32-page  booklet  tells  the  intriguing  story  of 
how  a missing  mintmark  led  to  the  downfall  of  a counterfeiter 
who  was  clever  — but  not  clever  enough.  The  mintmark,  of 
course,  was  the  oversized  “P”  that  appeared  above  Monticello 
on  nickels  during  World  War  II. 

It’s  an  entertaining  story,  and  Stuckey  tells  it  well. 

To  order  the  booklet,  send  $3.95  (postpaid)  to  Dwight  H. 
Stuckey.  1730-A  Pinckney  Park  Drive,  Charleston,  S.C.  29407. 
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pine  tRee  Auction 
QALLeRies  me. 


200  I.U.  Willets  Road  Albertson.  N.Y.  11507  . Call  Toll  Free  800-645-6075  • N.Y.  Call  Collect  516-295-0040 


Custom  Minting  from  The  Franklin  Mint 

Custom-designed  commemorative  medals, 
crafted  to  vour  order  and  struck  to  vour  edition  limits, 
in  silver  and  other  precious  metals. 


.Send  inquiries  r Franklin  Mint  Custom  Sales  Corp.,  Franriir  Center,  Pennsvlvama  mcoi 

Or  call  collect:  1 215)  459-747^ 


